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Fentanyl is a synthetic opioid that is 50–100 times more 
potent than morphine, often lethal with as little as 2 
milligrams. 

Over 71,000 Americans died from fentanyl in 2021, an 
increase of 23 percent from the previous year. 
Over that same period, Texas saw an 89 percent
increase in fentanyl-related fatalities, with provisional 
data showing 1,672 deaths in 2021 as compared to 883 
in 2020. 

These are steep increases since 2018, when there were 214 fentanyl-related deaths 
in Texas. Drug traffickers disguise pills that include dangerous fentanyl to look like 
legitimate prescription drugs, and even candy to target children. 

FENTANYL AWARENESS 
On September 20, 2022, Governor Abbott charged state agencies to increase efforts to inform Texans 
of the prevalence and lethality of fentanyl.  The Texas Department of Family and Protective Services 
is coordinating with our state agency partners to raise awareness about the impact of fentanyl in 
Texas and to provide resources to educate staff, community partners, caregivers, children, and youth. 
Please join us in the statewide effort to prevent harm from this dangerous drug and its impact on our 
communities. 

Use these links to learn more: 
Texas Health and Human Services 

Fighting Fentanyl 

Safe Disposal Program 

One Pill Kills 

Texas NEXT Naloxone/Narcan 

CDC Fentanyl Facts 

DEA Fentanyl Information 

Opioid Treatment Programs 

one pill kills | don’t make a deadly decision

Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Drug Enforcement Administration, Office of the Texas Governor. 

http://txopioidresponse.org/
http://hhs.texas.gov/anti-fentanyl
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fuh.edu%2Fpharmacy%2Fresearch%2Fcenters-and-institutes%2Fthe-premier-center%2Fcommunity-outreach%2F&data=05%7C01%7CCody.Hunt%40dfps.texas.gov%7C144d73b600fc4f8ed96808daf3fa1a15%7C0915ef3812cd4561ab809c7f41bfb31e%7C0%7C0%7C638090553337007258%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ybp%2BCmLWMXyOW0tTNoHnYhiKeyznJaZ%2FM4DOUf%2BM4Z8%3D&reserved=0
https://www.dfps.texas.gov/About_DFPS/One_Pill_Kills/default.asp
https://nextdistro.org/texas
https://www.cdc.gov/stopoverdose/fentanyl/index.html
https://www.dea.gov/factsheets/fentanyl
https://dpt2.samhsa.gov/treatment/



